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23 ASSAM RIFLES, 25TH OCTOBER 2023

The Tagra Teyees family proudly remembers the above Bravehearts
who in the true traditions of the Assam Rifles made supreme sacrifice
while bravely combating terrorist in Rolling Top, Tirap District
(Arunachal Pradesh) on 25 Oct 2007. May the Almighty grant eternal
peace to their soul. Their gallant action will continue to inspire us all.
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23 ASSAM RIFLES ‘TAGRA TEYEES’

A tribute to Brave Hearts
25th October

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of these
brave-hearts. On 25-10-2009, they laid down their lives at the
altar of duty while fighting with the LWE outfits at BIOM Bacheli.
Their courage and bravery would remain an abiding source of
inspiration for the force. The force will remain eternally indebted
to them for their noblest deeds.
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DEFENCEMINISTERRajnathSingh
Tuesdayperformed‘ShastraPuja'
in Arunachal Pradesh’s Tawang
andcelebratedDussehrawithsol-
diersinthestrategicallykeyregion
closetothefrontierwithChina.
Singh, accompaniedbyArmy

ChiefGenManojPande, alsocar-
riedoutacomprehensive review
of India'smilitary preparedness
along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) inArunachal Pradesh and
laudedthetroopsforguardingthe
borderwith “unwavering com-
mitment and unparalleled
courage”.“Noamountofappreci-
ationisenoughforthewayyouare
guardingtheborderindifficultcir-
cumstances.Iwanttotellyouthat
thepeople areproudof you,” he
told the troops. In 1962, Tawang
townwas over-run by Chinese
troopsonOctober24.
Duringaninteractionwithsol-

diers after visitingBum-Laanda
number of other forwardposts,
Singhasserted there isnooption
but tobolster thecountry’s secu-
rityapparatus inviewof thecur-
rentglobalscenario.
He said all efforts are being

made to strengthen thenation's
militaryprowessthroughindige-
nousproductionofdefenceequip-
ment. “Earlier,weused to relyon
imports toupgradeourmilitary.
But today, a number of major
weaponsandplatformsarebeing
manufacturedwithinthecountry.
Foreigncompanies arebeingen-
couragedtosharetheirtechnology
and produce the equipment in
Indiawithdomestic industry. In
2014,thevalueofdefenceexports

wasaboutRs1,000crore, but to-
day we are exporting defence
equipmentworth thousands of
crores,"hesaid.
Singh'sDussehracelebrations

withsoldiersatamilitarybasenot
far fromtheLACcomesat a time
when IndiaandChinahavebeen
engagedinabitterstandoffincer-
tain friction points in eastern
Ladakhforoverthreeyears.Indian
andChinesetroopswereengaged
inaclashalongtheLACatYangtse
intheTawangsectoronDecember
9 lastyear.Hevisited theTawang
warmemorial and laid awreath
andofferedtributestothesoldiers
whomade the supremesacrifice
duringthe1962warwithChina.
The defence minister ex-

pressedgratitude to the soldiers
fortheir"unyieldingspirit,unwa-
veringcommitmentandunparal-
leledcourage"whileguardingthe
borders.Singhhasbeenperform-
ing"ShastraPuja"duringDussehra
forthelastseveralyears,including
during his tenure as the Union
HomeMinister in the previous
NDA government. Singh cited
India's success in the economic
sphereasoneofthereasonsforthe

country's growingglobal profile.
Butatthesametimenotedthatif
thearmed forceshadn't guarded
the country's border effectively,
then its staturewould not have
risen.
CitinghisrecenttourofItaly,he

recalledhisvisit toMontoneme-
morialwhichhasbeenbuilttoho-
nour the contribution of Naik
YaswantGhadgeandotherIndian
soldierswhofought in the Italian
campaign to liberateMontone
duringtheSecondWorldWar.He
addedthatevenItalianpeoplepay
theirrespectsatthememorial.The
defenceministry said Singhwas
briefedon the infrastructurede-
velopmentalongtheLAC,andthe
deploymentofcutting-edgemili-
taryequipmenttoenhancetheop-
erationalefficiencyofthetroops.
Indiahasmaintained that its

tieswithChinacannotbenormal
unlessthereispeaceinborderar-
eas. TheArmyhas significantly
bolstereddeployment of troops
andweaponry along thenearly
3,500km-longLAC, including in
theSikkimandArunachalPradesh
sectors following the eastern
Ladakhstandoff.

Rajnath inTawangwith
troopsonDussehra,hails
themforguarding frontier

DefenceMinisterRajnathSinghperformsShastraPuja
duringhisvisit to forwardposts inTawang, Arunachal
PradeshonTuesday. PTI
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MONTHS AHEAD of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, ground reports from
thepoll-boundstatesindicatethecon-
tinuing popularity of PrimeMinister
NarendraModi even as the inherent
tensionswithin the INDIA bloc come
tothefore.However,whiletheBJPwill
draw solace from this – beyond how
things turn out for the party in the
coming elections – there are signs of
somedisquietat the local level.
Asthepartyseeksvotesinthename

oftheBJP,withlocalsatrapsconsciously
sidelined,thecadrearetalkingofshrink-
ing opportunities for them in power.
Amongthosehigheruptheladder,there
aremurmurs that theconcentrationof
powershas shut themoutof decision-
making.BJP leadersquestion thephas-
ingoutofarobustsecondrung,andfear
thiswilleventuallytellontheparty–par-
ticularlyasthisputsitapartfromrivals.
There isno lackof communication,

with theBJPhigh commandcontinu-
ouslyinteractingwithstateunitsoverac-
tionplans andoutreachprogrammes.

However, leaderssaythatmanyatime,
thisisaone-wayexercise,withthecen-
tralcommandtakingdecisionsunilater-
ally,includingonstrategiesintheirarea.
Thishascoincidedwiththedigitisa-

tionpush,whichhasendeduptakingin-
termediary leaders out of thepicture.
While earlier they built a network of
give-and-takethroughprojectsandwel-
fare schemes, systems cannowbedi-
rectlymonitoredbytheCentre.
Down the ranks, communication

channels, too, are limited. The Indian
Expresshad earlier reported
howUnionministersandMPs
fieldedfortheMadhyaPradesh
Assembly elections got to
knowoftheirnominationonly
48hoursbeforetheannounce-
ment.Recently, supportersof
formerJharkhandchiefminis-
terRaghubarDasbarely con-
cealed their surpriseoverhis
suddentransferasgovernortoOdisha.
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi'sas-

sertionrecentlythatministerswhohave
servedmultipletermsintheRajyaSabha
shouldcontest theLokSabhaelections
hasalsosetoffanervousguessinggame.
Astheclocktickstowards2024,aleader

hopes theywill come to know in ad-
vance,sothattheycannurturethecon-
stituencyallottedtothem.
Some leaders point out that the

Madhya Pradesh list with such big
names, without any prior warning,
meant that discontent spilled into the
open.InRajasthan,afterinitialhesitance,
thecentralleadershipwentoutofitsway
to oblige former chief minister
VasundharaRaje.Sourcessaidanumber
ofhersupporterswereaccommodated
inthesecondlistafterasurveyshowed

thedamageanangryRajemight
cause. “Thepartydidnotwant
to repeat what happened in
Himachal Pradesh and
Karnataka,”apartyleadersays,
referringtotheBJP'spolldefeats
inthetwostateswherethestate
unitsweredivided. InMadhya
Pradesh, BJPhas comearound
toaccepting the importanceof

CMShivrajSinghChouhan,aftersuggest-
ingthatthe“fatiguefactor”overhimlay
at the heart of the anti-incumbency
against thepartygovernment,andthat
sidelininghimwasthewayaroundit.
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As state elections near, central
govt shines brighter in BJP
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UNDERLINING THE role played
by affirmative action in correct-
ing “historical wrongs”, Chief
Justiceof IndiaDYChandrachud
calledforrejectingthearguments
of“casteelites”that“justbecause
affirmative action is being pro-
vided, structural issues of dis-
criminationdon’texistanymore”.
“Even the slightest successof

affirmative action is usedby the
caste elites todismiss the issues
aroundcasteinequalities.Argum-
ents are advanced that just be-
cause affirmative action is being
provided, structural issuesof dis-
criminationdon’texistanymore.
Suchbinarynarrationsmustbere-
jected,”theCJIsaidwhiledeliver-
ing the keynote address at the
SixthInternationalConferenceon
Unfinished Legacy of Dr BR
Ambedkar’atBrandeisUniversity
inMassachusetts.
Addressing the event on

October22,hesaid, “Throughout
history,marginalisedsocialgroups
were subjected to horrendous
wrongs, often stemming from
prejudice,discrimination,andun-
equalpowerdynamics. Fromthe
brutaltransatlanticslavetradethat
forcibly uprooted millions of
Africans to theNativeAmerican
displacement,tothecasteinequal-
ities in India affectingmillionsof
backwardcastes,totheoppression
of indigenousAdivasi communi-
ties,tothesystemicoppressionof
women,LGBTQ+individuals,and
otherminority communities, the
annalsofhistoryarestainedwith
instancesofprofoundinjustice.”
CJIChandrachudsaid,“unfor-

tunately, thelegalsystemhasof-
tenplayedapivotalroleinperpet-
uating historicalwrongs against
marginalisedsocialgroups”.“Law
as an institution was used to
maintain existing power struc-

tures, and to institutionalisedis-
crimination... Evenwhen these
lawshavebeeneventually over-
turnedor repealed, the legacyof
theirharmcanpersist forgener-
ations,”hepointedout.
“Remedyinghistoricalwrongs

oughttobethegoalofanyconsti-
tutional system,”he said, adding
that “representation is only one
wayof”achievingthis.
Hesaidthat“affirmativeaction

and representationwere crucial
components of constitutional
foundations laid down in India”
and that “Dr Ambedkar fought
toothandnailtogettheprovisions
ofaffirmativeactionsincorporated
intotheConstitution”.
He said since Independence,

“affirmativeactionpoliciesinIndia
haveofferedcrucialsupporttoop-
pressed social groupsbyprovid-
ing themwithopportunities for
education,employment,andrep-
resentationthatmightotherwise
be inaccessibledue todeeplyen-
trenchedinequalities”.
Citingdata, he said the repre-

sentationofScheduledCastesand
ScheduledTribes “has increased
ingovernmentservicesunderthe
variouscategoriesduring the last
sevendecades”. “Asperavailable
information,asonJanuary1,1965,
the representationof Scheduled
Castes inGroupAof government

services (top-level bureaucratic
posts)was just 1.64%,whichhas
increasedto13.21%asonJanuary
12022.Likewise,whilerepresen-
tationof ScheduledTribes as on
January 1, 1965 inGroupAwas
0.27%, ithas increasedto6.01%as
on January1,2022. This is thedi-
rect impact of theConstitution,”
saidtheCJI.
“...Reformationbeyondrepre-

sentation entails ensuring that
marginalised communities not
onlyhave a seat at the table, but
alsohaveameaningfulvoiceinthe
decision-makingprocess.”
Hesaid“theideaofrepresen-

tationthroughaffirmativeaction
mustbe facilitatedbydiscourse
onbroadersystemicissuessuch
asunequal access to quality ed-
ucation”. When more people
from oppressed groups would
gaineducation,theirpresencein
institutionsthroughaffirmative
actionwillrise.Thatiswhenthe
full potential of affirmative ac-
tionwouldbeseen.”
CJI Chandrachud said, “apart

fromaffirmativeaction, themost
important impact of Dr
Ambedkar’s formulation was
Article 17,which abolishes un-
touchability,andwasplacedinthe
chapter on fundamental rights,
alongwiththeprovisionsofequal-
ityandnon-discrimination…”

JUSTICECHANDRACHUDON ‘UNFINISHEDLEGACYOFAMBEDKAR’

CJI: Remedying historical
wrongs ought to be goal of
any constitutional system

CJI DYChandrachudat theSixth InternationalConference
on ‘UnfinishedLegacyofBRAmbedkar’, atBrandeis
University,Massachusetts,USAonSunday. PTI
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THREEPERSONSincludinga12-year-oldboywerekilled
andabout10people injured ina stampedeat aDurga
Pujapandal inGopalganjMondayevening. Threeper-
sonshavebeenreferred toGorakhpurhospitalswhile
sevenpersonswerebeing treatedatGopalganjhospi-
tals.Localssaidtheincidenttookplacearound8.30pm
at a pandal organised by theRaja PujaDal samiti on
StationRoadunderTownPoliceStationwhendevotees
lineduptoseeastatueofgoddessDurga.
Theincidentoccurredwhentheboyfell.Twowomen

behindhimleanedforwardtosavetheboyandtheyfell
too.With just oneexit, a stampedeensued.While the
childdiedonthespot, thewomen,whocomplainedof
breathlessness, passed awaywhile onway to Sadar
Hospital, Gopalganj. Thedeceasedwere identified as
AyushKumar (12), sonof oneDilip Ram fromSanah
Mathia village,UrmilaDevi (55) fromKuchaikot and
ShantiDevi fromTownPoliceStationarea. Localshave
blamedtheincidenton“poorcrowdmanagement”.
GovindKumar,aGopalganjresidentsaid,“Theplace

wherethestampedetookplacehasabouta20-footnar-
rowstretchof theStationRoad. Thepandalhadabout
25,000peopleinitsvicinity.Hadthelockofanadjoning
schoolnotbeenopenedtogivepassagetothecrowd,the
situationcouldhavebeenworse.Gopalganjtownpan-
dalshadestimatedacrowdof1.5lakhMondayevening.”
SonuKumar, aneyewitness, said crowdmanagement
couldhavebeenbetter.
Theadministration restrictedpeople’smovement

aroundpujapandalsonVijayadashamiTuesday.

3 die in stampede
at Bihar pandal

NIT-Hamirpur student dies of ‘drug
overdose’, one held with narcotics
Hamirpur(HP):Adayafterafirst-
year M.Tech student of the
National Institute of Technology
wasfounddeadinhishostelroom
duetoasuspecteddrugoverdose,
anotherNITstudentwasarrested
Tuesday after charaswas seized
fromhispossession,policesaid.
OnMonday,thepolicehadar-

rested four persons, including

threeNIT students and another
pursuingBEd,forallegedlydistrib-
uting‘Chitta’,aformofadulterated
heroin, on campus. Theywere
bookedundertheNDPSAct.
Thepoliceprobing thedeath

Tuesday arrestedaB.Tech third-
year student, a residentofUP, af-
ter69.38gofcharaswasrecovered
fromhim.PTI


